
 

Name: ______________________________        

STEM Challenge: 
Farming in the Future  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Iowa Agriculture Today is a publication of the Iowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation. Special thanks to the Iowa Beef Industry Council in part for making this 

issue possible. Thanks also to the following organizations for their continued support: Iowa Corn Growers Association, Iowa Farm Bureau, Iowa Pork 

Producers Association, Silos and Smokestacks Foundation, the CHS Foundation, Iowa Energy Center, GROWMARK, DuPont Pioneer, the Monsanto Fund, 

HogSlat, Ag Ventures Alliance, and Farm Credit Services of America. To learn more or access an electronic version of this publication, visit us at 

www.iowaagliteracy.org. Or contact us at Iowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266. IALF Program Staff: Will 

Fett, Cindy Hall, Sheri Neet, Chrissy Dittmer. Design and layout of the magazine by Owen Design.  
 2016 Iowa Agriculture in the Classroom Teachers may reproduce any pages for use with their students. Printed in U.S.A. 

 
One hundred years ago, farmers planted and harvested crops with simple tools.  
Today, farmers use large machines.  Imagine how farming will change in the next 100 
years.   
 
Your Challenge: Pick one fruit, vegetable, or grain. How will it be grown 100 years 
from now? What tools, machines, and technology will farmers use? It will be helpful to 
research how it is grown today. Then brainstorm ideas for how it can be improved.  
Think about how the crop is planted, pruned, pollinated, harvested, cleaned, and 
transported.    
 
 

Crop: ___________________________ 
 
In the space below, describe how farmers might grow this crop in 
the future. Consider how technology can make work easier, faster, 
and safer while conserving resources too!          
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