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Geography is the study of places
and the relationship between
people and their environments.
Where people live affects what can
grow. What grows affects food and
clothing. As a result, people in Asia
eat a lot of rice. People

in Europe eat

G developing more bread
Tribes new tools and - and pasta.

in Iowa cultivated goosefoot techniques. People
before corn was important. The ~ They sold or traded living near

Meskwaki people used farming what they grew. People shared the ocean
techniques to tap maple trees resources and cities formed. eat a lot
and raise corn, squash, and Roads and railways were of fish.
lima beans. European settlers ~ created to transport goods. People
that built homes in Iowa also Jobs were created because of inland eat
used the rich soil to agriculture. more beef

grow crops and Today, food, fiber and fuel are or pork. Food,
raise animals. The traded globally. Agriculture clothing and

people of lowa businesses help to make, how people live is
havereliedonthe  repair, and sell agriculture part of their culture.
state's geography.  products. Products often travel Culture is influenced
climate, and thousands of miles to where by agriCULTURE!
soil to grow they are

food. consumed.
As more People around (@) I
the world earn RY THIS - Draw a model of a farm.
people moved living b —LLLL How does what you grow affect you,
to lowa., ° 1 vmg yd — your family, and your community?
more food raising an
was needed. selling plants
Peoplebegan ~ and animals. =" NN @ANZS711 0
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http://www.iowaagliteracy.org
https://www.campsilos.org/pioneer-farming/
https://www.campsilos.org/pioneer-farming/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/apps/TNinteractive/index.html
https://www.campsilos.org/pioneer-farming/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/apps/TNinteractive/index.html

Culture, Society, Economy & Geography

A RISTORY OF

Iowa's history is anchored in agriculture. Explore the events that have made an impact on Iowa's agriculture community.

THINK & DISCUSS
How doyou
think these

events have
influenced
agriculture
today?

NATIVE AMERIGANS
SETTLED I0WA G

gasoline
tractor.

Civil war John Froelich i Great Migrant and Seasonal Farm Crisis
invented the : Depression Agricultural Worker
: and Dust Bowl Protection Act

led to farming
practices that
conserve soil.

Standards for U.S. migrant
workers’ wages, housing,
and transportation were
implemented.

His Iowa-built :
tractor showed
that the future
of farm power .
would be with
mechanical power.
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First official European The Meskwaki George Washington First Iowa Precision The John
settlement was purchased 80 Carver attends Genetically experiments agriculture and Deere
established in Iowa acres of land for Iowa State Engineered with ethanol- GPS introduced Company
through the Black their settlement Organism blended fuel into agriculture revealed
Hawk Purchase. in Tama County This process is heralding the their fully
. what was later :,future b“?fuel autonomous
used to create industry in tractor
5 Cc::rver researched genetically the .state and
vesenenen soil that W:.t.s engineered corn, nation.
"worrf out,7inthe soybeans, cotton,
American South and other crops.

Iowa became
a state
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and identified crops
that increase soil
productivity.



https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/67480255/izzy-mcbride
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiLCaq8s/LzspccaKzd5APi3CTeEiNw/view?utm_content=DAFZiLCaq8s&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ghrzHQggZDY
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ghrzHQggZDY
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiLCaq8s/LzspccaKzd5APi3CTeEiNw/view?utm_content=DAFZiLCaq8s&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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WHY ls WHAT IS GROWN IN EACH STATE DEPENDS
ON THE LAND AND CLIMATE. High and low

temperatures, growing season, and rainfall
TH AT determine what crops farmers plant. Some
crops, like grapefruit and cotton grow well
G nnwu in warm climates. Others like blueberries
and apples grow best where it is cooler.
v THERE’ Mountains and desert areas can be used to
& G l I M AT E ® raise livestock since crops don’t grow well
O

We can get almonds,
peaches, and
bananas any time
of year by going to
the grocery store.
But where do these
foods come from?
Explore the map to
find out.
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there. But just because you don’t see corn in
the Northeast or apples in the Midwest doesn’t
mean you won’t find them on farms there!

Farmers also raise livestock where animal
feed is grown. That’s why lowa is the
number one pork and egg producing state!
All those pigs and chickens eat the corn and
soybeans farmers grow here!



https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiC9kzdA/dnIy_7gt_idmLk_ncp-qYg/view?utm_content=DAFZiC9kzdA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiLvmfTA/hvmO27tsy9aIb8GY_LQdYQ/view?utm_content=DAFZiLvmfTA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiBlgz7w/tzkQGIa1pQnJxLpwA8NAOA/view?utm_content=DAFZiBlgz7w&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiHbmKzI/xwG-ztfs0wLW6ABKfib1EA/view?utm_content=DAFZiHbmKzI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiCGc1fg/Hh-fqnlOvimG5frBj3YxjA/view?utm_content=DAFZiCGc1fg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiEA-Bc4/D6OXXT0OaQEJ2MSZ462YfA/view?utm_content=DAFZiEA-Bc4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZiIt4-Xw/o0hz7lMW29HQUQo7iQp_3g/view?utm_content=DAFZiIt4-Xw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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GE OF FOO0D
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If you shop at a store or farmers market with
family or friends, you may notice the price of

food. Each time you go the price of food might
/M be different. How can a dozen eggs be $1.80
¥

FAMILY  FARM FINANGES

(7, Every day, people make decisions about money.

Business owners and families must weigh the pros and cons of their decisions. Though
there may not be one “right” answer, people need to make informed decisions to help their
business or family. Explore these scenarios to learn about financial decisions and how

: one month and $2.95 the next? Prices tend to
; change based on supply of the product and
( consumer demand.

Each year during the spring and fall wild birds
migrate. When animals move from one place

to another, they can spread illness. The bird

flu, or avian influenza, is a virus chicken and
turkey farmers worry about. There is no cure for
avian influenza. A flock that gets sick must be

people make them!

A Farmer’s Decisions A Family'’s Decisions

Kim is a beef cattle farmer. Dwayne is a parent. His

terminated. When many flocks become ill, the
supply of chicken, eggs, and turkey decrease.

price we pay for those products at the store.

The supply of agriculture products can affect the

She raises cattle until they are
ready for market. Right now,
she only has a few steers. Kim
knows that expanding her
business could be helpful for
her and her community. If she
raises more cattle, she can
provide more food to people.

family’s food budget and
nutrition is very important to
him. He knows that protein is
part of a balanced diet. But
buying meat by individual cuts
can be costly. He's wondering if
he should buy a half beef from
a local farmer and a full-size

Career Corner:
Ashley Sherod is a Farm
Loan Manager for USDA in
southeast lowa. Farming
can cost a lot of money.
Farmers often get loans to
purchase land, livestock, or

equipment. Ashley can help
them do that! She works
with people who want to
start farms to get them the
funding they need. She says

DIGGING DEEPER ».ox c: .

line graph. What relationships do you
see between egg supply and egg price?

s

freezer. Would that be cheaper
in the long run? He would like to
support local farmers.

The problem is cattle can cost
a lot. To help make her decision
Kim starts with a pro-con list
and takes it to aloan manager.  The problem is a new freezer

can be an investment. that communication

Dwayne decides to review and math skills are
A Financial Advisoris a

his credit card balance important in what
and talks with a / 1 she does!
financial advisor.
career that can help families
and businesses make
decisions with money. They
can help create savings
accounts, retirement

accounts, and more.
Source: USDA and Bureau of Labor Statistics 7
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PRICE IN DOLLARS PER DOZEN
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https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=yhr8X7H3yyE
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=yhr8X7H3yyE
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=yhr8X7H3yyE
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=yhr8X7H3yyE
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=gZcCKT9SvZM
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/games/counting-with-coins
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=yhr8X7H3yyE
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/games/counting-with-coins

WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE

NORMAN BORLAUG G

Norman Borlaug was an Iowa native and a plant pathologist. His

work in plant breeding is said to have saved over one billion lives. He

is one of only seven people to have received the Nobel Peace Prize,
the Congressional Gold Medal, and the Presidential Medal

of Freedom.
¢

Jessie Field Shambaugh was from Shenandoah, lowa.
She was a teacher. She thought it was important that her
students learn real skills to develop their head, heart, hands, and

health. That's right, the Mother of 4-H started the very first 4-H
clubs here in Iowal
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« Henry C. and Henry A. Wallace were important in American
agriculture. The father and son served as United States
Secretaries of Agriculture. They created the Wallaces
Farmer magazine that still runs today. Henry A. was
interested in plants and founded the Hi-Bred
Corn Company, which became Pioneer, and
now Corteva Agriscience. He went on to
become Vice President of the United States.
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Sister Irene found her calling helping farm

workers. Sister Irene advocated for migrant
workers' rights. She served on Governor Robert : &
Ray’s Spanish Speaking Task Force in the 1960s. She " o
W, helped provide housing standards for migrant workers. e
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lowa Agriculture Today is a publication of the lowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation. Special thanks to the
following sponsors and supporters for making this issue possible: lowa Farm Bureau Federation, lowa Pork

Producers Association, lowa Soybean Association, Silos and Smokestacks Foundation, lowa Corn Growers
Association, GROWMARK, Corteva Agriscience, lowa Turkey Federation, lowa Beef Industry Council, and o
the National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization (NAITCO). {Mﬂa
o —_— I Agriculture in the Classroom
To learn more or access an electronic version of this publication, visit us at www.iowaagliteracy.org.

Or contact us at lowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, 50266.
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http://www.iowaagliteracy.org
http://www.iowaagliteracy.org
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ZAnx6LYyalo
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=VpOZpyOa14s
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=vzADv7boGyY
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=ZAnx6LYyalo
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=VpOZpyOa14s
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=vzADv7boGyY

